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§ 61.403 Approval of claims for legal 
and other services. 

(a) No claim for legal services or for 
any other services rendered in respect 
to a claim or award for compensation 
under the Act to or on account of any 
person shall be valid unless approved 
by the Office. Any such claim approved 
by the Office shall, in the manner and 
to the extent fixed by the Office, be 
paid out of the compensation payable 
to the claimant. 

(b) The Office shall not recognize a 
contract for a stipulated fee or for a fee 
on a contingent basis. No fee for serv-
ices shall be approved except upon ap-
plication supported by a sufficient 
statement of the extent and character 
of the necessary work done on behalf of 
the claimant. Except where the claim-
ant was advised that the representa-
tion would be rendered on a gratuitous 

basis, the fee approved shall be reason-
ably commensurate with the actual 
necessary work performed by the rep-
resentative, and with due regard to the 
capacity in which the representative 
appeared, the amount of compensation 
involved, and the circumstances of the 
claimant. 

§ 61.404 Assignments; creditors. 

The right of any person to benefits 
under the Act is not transferable of as-
signable at law or in equity except to 
the United States, and none of the 
moneys paid or payable (except money 
paid as reimbursement for funeral ex-
penses), or rights existing under the 
Act are subject to execution, levy, at-
tachment, garnishment, or other legal 
process or to the operation of any 
bankruptcy or insolvency law. 
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